
 

   

CADD News 

 
MicroStation two 
letter Key-Ins 
 
While you can use a dialog 
box or a pull down menu 
for most things in Mi-
croStation, it can be quick-
er and easier in most cases 
to use the old fashion key-
in method.  In the key-in 
window simple key–in the 
correct 2 letter command 
and hit the enter key.  For 
example to create a cell key 
in cc=cellname, description 
and hit Enter.  See which of 
the following key-ins you 
can take advantage of. 
 
Set the active angle 
AA=<angle>  
 
Activate and place a cell abso-
lute 
AC=<cell name> 
 
Attach a menu 
AM=<menu name, type> 
 
Set active pattern cell 
AP=<pattern cell> 
 
Activate and place a cell relative 
AR=<cell name> 
 
Set Active scale 
AS=<scale> 
 
Set active depth relative to the 
view 
AZ=<depth> 
 
Create cell in current Lib. 
CC=<cell name, desc.> 
 
Delete cell from current Lib. 
CD=<cell name> 
 
Setup cell matrix for place-
ment 

Great Expectations 
On the first day of school, a 
teacher was glancing over the 
roll when she noticed a number 
after each students name, such 
as 154, 136 or 142. 
 
“Wow! Look at these IQs,” she 
said to herself. “What a terrific 
class.” The teacher promptly de-
termined to work harder with this 
class than with any other she ev-
er had. 
 
Throughout the year, she came 
up with innovative lessons that 
she thought would challenge the 
students, because she didn't 
want them to get bored with work 
that was too easy. 
 
Her plan worked! The class out-
performed all the other classes 
that she taught in the usual way. 
 
Then, during the last quarter of 
the year, she discovered what 
those numbers after the stu-

dents’ name really were: their 
Locker numbers. 
 
MicroStation and GEOPAK are 
powerful tools and the sad fact is 
most users probably  use less 
than ten percent of their capabili-
ties.  Why not challenge yourself 
like the teacher did with her stu-
dents to explore and learn more 
about MicroStation and GE-
OPAK over the rest of this year. 
 
Learn a new command or a new 
way to use an old command.  
Look at your workflow and daily 
activities and see where Mi-
croStation and GEOPAK might 
help you do a better or quicker 
job.   
 
It is only by exploring and getting 
out of your comfort zone that 
you will realize the true power of 
a CADD Program like MicroSta-
tion. 
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Targeting Plan graphics CM=<rows,columns,row 
space, column space> 
 
Set active color 
CO=<color number> 
 
Rename cell in Lib. 
CR=<old name, new 
name> 
 
Attach a color table 
CT=<color table name> 
 
Display depth / relative to 
clipping plane 
DD=<front,back> 
 
Precision input /distance and 
direction 
Di=<distance, direction> 
 
Precision input/ delta dis-
tance & direction 
DL=<Dx,Dy,Dz> 
 
Display depth relative to Z 
axis 
DP=<front,back> 
 
Display text f ile 
Dr=<filename> 
 
Delete a saved View 
DV=<view name> 
 
Precision Input / delta on 
view axis 
DX=<Dx,Dy,Dz> 
 
Set Active depth /relative to 
Z axis 
DZ=<distance> 
 
Save Fence contents to a f ile 
FF=<file name> 
 
Set Active font 
FT=<font number> 
 
Set Global or igin/ 0,0 set  it 
to lower-left 
Go=<x,y,z> 
 
Set active Grid Reference 
GR=<distance> 
 

 
Want to use AutoTurn 8.0 but can’t seem to get it started? 

Trouble remembering 
where the upf is located? 
 
You can open the Mi-
croStation menu item 
Workspace -> About 
Workspace. In the middle 
of the dialog it will show 
the path to the file (hover 
over it to see the full 
path).  

Attaching PDFs in MicroStation 

When attaching PDFs to a 
MicroStation file one should 
use the Raster Manager 
tool. Bentley says allowing 
the use of the Reference 
tool (in SS1/2) to attach 
raster files  was a mistake 
and it is no longer allowed 
in SS3.  
 
There have been display 
problems when PDF files 
are attached though the 
reference tool.  If you have 
previously attached PDFs 
to your MicroStation files as 
reference files, it is recommended that you detach them and reattach them via Ras-
ter Manager.   
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How to get 
CADD 
Training 
 
With each new version of software 
comes the never ending activity of 
learning how the program’s great 
new features work and which old 
ones don’t .   
 
 If you need training for a new em-
ployee or feel you need a refresher 
course in any of our CADD products, 
all you need to do is go to the CADD 
Support section of the NCDOT Intra-
net Portal at:   
       

https://inside.ncdot.gov/
Business/technology/Pages/

Tech-CADDServices.aspx 
 

Then select Training from the Docu-
ment Library CADD Menu.  From the 
Training page download and fill out 
the CADD request Training form and 
mail  the form to: 
 

Steve Brown 
Engineering Application  

Services 

1597 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1597 

 
CADD Services will get you into the 
next available class provided there is 
no waiting list. 
 
Remember that it is not necessary to 
continue to fill out requests if a re-
quest is on record.  If in doubt email 
Steve at sbrown@ncdot.gov 
 
Also, when making a request, check 
off all the classes that you wish to 
take.  (i.e. It's not necessary to 
complete MicroStation before you 
can request GEOPAK).  Once we 
receive and enter a request our 
database keeps up with them. 

CADD Images and Supported Computers 

Client Build released the 13Q2 images on May 22, 2013.  Images are avail-
able for the following CADD machines. 
 
                                Desktops                            Laptops 
                                Lenovo b97                         HP 6440b 
                                HP 6005 Pro MT                 Lenovo r400 b41 

         HP 6305 Pro MT                 Lenovo r400 WZL 
                                                                Lenovo L412 

                             HP 6460b 
                                                                HP 6560b 
                                                                HP 6470b 
 

As with the previous two rounds of CADD images, these new images are 
64 bit with the Windows 7 operating system and MicroStationV8i-
SS2.  Trimble Business Center has been upgraded to v2.81. 
 
The above machines are the only CADD machines currently supported by  
CADD Services.  (Note the absence of the op755, xw4600, and e5400.  All 
of these unsupported machines should have been replaced with newer 
models.  If you are still using an unsupported machine, ask your support 
person where your replacement is.) 
 
The next future round of images is tentatively scheduled to be released 
near year’s end.  With that release, it is anticipated that images will not be 
made for the Lenovo r400 laptops, and possibly the Lenovo L412 lap-
tops.  CADD Services will cease support for any model not in the year end 
image release.  Start considering your replacement plans now if you have 
one of these laptops. 
 
Technical Services is supposed to be upgrading all DOT machines to Win-
dows 7.  If you are still running XP, ask your support person to upgrade 
your machine ASAP with the new 13Q2 CADD image.  At some as yet un-
determined time, CADD Services will cease support for XP machines. 


